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Educators prepare
for start of school

@ Northwest
Georgia Credit
Union hosts a Brown
Bag Luncheon for
area teachers and
administrators.

By Kaitlin Beard
Staff Wniter
KBeard@RN-T.com

As they busily prepare
for the start of the school
vear on Monday, teachers
and administrators took a
break Friday to enjoy a
Brown Bag
Luncheon at
the Coosa
Country
Club.

The event
was hosted
by the North-
west Georgia
Credit Union
and featured Dexter Mills
guest speak- -
er Dexter Mills of the
Northwest Georgia Re-
gional Educational Ser-
vice Agency (RESA).

Mills said thatin his expe-
rience he has seen three dif-
ferent types of education.
The first is education of the

books, which 15 what most .

people abtain. Second is ed-
ucation of experiences.

“The experiences we
have sometimes help us
develop courage to do
things we didn't think we
could do,” said Mills.

The third is education of
the people, which he said
often challenges usto change
how we think about things.

Mills compared teaching
students to the characters
of the Wizard of Oz.

The scarecrow needed a
brain and needed some-
one to nurture him.

“A kid can learn anything
you want to teach them. The
question is not, ‘Can we do
it?" but, *Are we committed
to doing it?"™ said Mills.

. The cowardly lion, Mills

said, represents having the
courage to stand up for kids.
He said the tin man repre-
sents that teaching can’t be
done without heart.

“It’s incredible the differ-
ence one person can make
in the life of a kid,” said
Mills. “There’s a story in
every stranger. Ypu may be
the best thing they've had
all day or maybe all year.”

Mills said teaching is the
“most powerful profession

in the world.”

For Anna D!Herde, this
school year will be her
first time teaching.
D’Herde is a second grade
teacher at West End Ele-
mentary School.

. When asked if she is
scared, she said, “Well, yes,
a little. But I'm excited. I've
been meeting a lot with my
mentor teacher, getting fa-
miliar with all our programs
and setting up my room.”

West End Principal Buffi
Murphy said the best part
ofbeing an educator is “be-
ing around kids all day.”

E" ~ WHEN |
CLASSES
START

Monday — Rome, Floyd
County schools

Aug. 7 — Berry
Elementary/Middle i

Aug. 10— GSD, St. Mary's |~

Aug 13 — Unity Christian; =
Montessori School of Rome &
(new students)

Aug. 14 — Montessori &
School of Rome (returning ¢
students) i

Aug. 17 — Darlington
School
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Ken Caruthers / Rome News-Tribune
Teachers and officials have lunch at Coosa Country Club for the Brown bag Luncheon.



